The First Americans
How did early civilizations develop in the Americas?

Scientists have several theories about how people first came to the Americas.

One theory says people migrated over a ______________________.

One theory says people came by _____________________________.

Between 10,000 and 100,000 years ago, much of the world was covered by _____________________.

As more of the world’s water froze, the level of the oceans dropped, and a ______________________ appeared between __________ and _________.

Today, that land bridge lies under a narrow waterway called the _____________________________.

Many scientists think people first came to North America between _________________________________________.

They believe that __________________ crossed the _____________ in pursuit of ____________________ such as the ____________________.

Hunters and Gatherers

For centuries, early humans could fill most of their needs by hunting, but then many of the larger animals began to disappear.
Hunters became gatherers, ____________________ and searching for _________________ and ___________________.

About ________________years ago, ____________ in Mexico began growing food, including ______________ and ______________ beans.

This discovery of _________________ meant that families no longer had to _____________ in search of food.  Nomad- travel place to place in search of food. 
Farmers began to _______________ and learned to _________ animals.

The _____________ grew rapidly, and once they began to produce ____________ food, Native Americans started __________ with others.

Some __________communities grew into ______, which became centers of ____________________ and ____________________ life.

With the development of cities came the __________________________.
	People of the Arctic, Subarctic, and Pacific Northwest

	People of the Arctic 
	· They lived in a bitterly cold land.

· They ate fish, shellfish, and birds and hunted marine mammals from kayaks.

	People     of the Subarctic 
	· They lived in dense forests in a land too cold for farming.

· They hunted caribou, moose, and bear.

	People of the Pacific Northwest
	· There were plenty of animals and plants where they lived, so they could live in permanent settlements even though they were not farmers.

	People of the Far West and the Southwest

People of the     Far West

· They lived in different geographic regions, ranging from cold northern forests and grasslands to hot southern deserts.

· Housing types ranged from pit houses to bark houses to wooden houses.

People of the Southwest

· The climate in their region was dry most of the year but wet in July and August.

· Some people farmed; others hunted.

People of the Eastern Woodlands

Early People     of the Eastern Woodlands

· The earliest woodlands people hunted, fished, and gathered nuts and berries.

· By about A.D. 1000, some woodlands people had begun farming.

Algonquian People

· These people spoke Algonquian languages and lived in southern Canada, the Great Lakes area, and along the Atlantic coast to Virginia.

Iroquois People

· These groups of people spoke Iroquoian languages and lived in what is now New York.

People of the Southeast

Cherokees and Creeks

· The land and the climate of the southeast supported farming.

· The Cherokees and the Creeks built wooden-frame houses covered with straw mats and plastered with mud clay.

Natchez People

· These people lived on the Gulf Coast.

· They created a complex society with a ruler, nobles, and commoners.

The Mayas

	Time Period
	· 

	Location
	· 

	Achievements
	· 


Around A.D. 900, the Mayas began to abandon their cities, perhaps because of disease or overpopulation.

	The Aztecs

	Time Period
	· 

	Location
	· 

	Achievements
	· 


During the _________s, _____________ armies brought half of modern-day _______ under their control.
The ______were __________ rulers, and their _________would eventually turn on them when _____________ came to conquer the region.

	Tenochtitlán

	Population
	· 

	Farming
	· 

	Religion
	· 


	The Incas

	Time Period
	· 

	Location
	· 

	Achievements
	· 


Encounter of 1492

A. Co__________ leads a Spanish fleet to the ______________- changed history forever.


B. ________ were Native Americans he met there. Within 100 years, the entire _______________ population was ______________
	The Columbian Exchange

	Positive Changes
	· 

	Negative Changes
	· .



